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present and the cares of the future, I would set
about it. Had I at some earlier date entertained
such a project, I should have preserved many docu-
ments and data now lost, and have been able to write
more precisely of some things of greater interest
than my personal adventures. But in that part of
my life which may be considered relatively of a pub-
lic character, or in which events of a public interest
occurred, I have ample record made at the time. In
what is peculiar to myself, and so of relatively trivial
moment, dates and the order of events are of little
importance. It occurred to me in the connection,
that to give a human document of Puritan family
life, and the development of a mind from the archaic
severity of New England Puritanism to a complete
freedom of thought, by a purely evolutionary process,
without revolt or revulsion, might be worth doing.
For what it is worth I have done it without much
consideration of my own dignity, and, candidly, not
as to my blunders and peccadilloes, which are of no
importance to the story, but as to the earlier mental
conditions which were a part of the process. So
much for the personality.

Orthodox journalists may object to my assump-
tion of their title. In my multifarious occupation
and random life I have, as I see when I look back,
found my highest activity, and rendered my most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